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ensure dignity and in-
dependence for Alaska’s
seniors and to assist them,
through programs and
services funded by the
Commission, to lead
useful and meaningful
lives.
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When comparing numbers of bills proposed to numbers of those passed,
senior-related legislation fared slightly worse than average in the 22nd
Legislative Session. Some bills that didn’t pass could have had negative impacts
on seniors. Data is approximate, based on Associated Press reports and tallies by
ACoA staff.

Legislative Wrap-Up
Fiscal Issues Overshadow Legislation for Seniors and Others

Ventura Samaniego
Anchorage

The second session of the 22nd Alaska Legislature closed May 21st after two special
sessions. As the third special session, scheduled for this month, is likely to be restricted to a
few specific issues, it appears that legislation of particular interest to seniors is now either
passed or will need to be resurrected in a new form in the coming session.

Legislation Passed:

The following bills that the Alaska Commission on Aging has tracked this year are at
this writing awaiting transmittal to Governor Knowles for signature:

SB 4: Municipal Property Tax Exemptions
SSB 37: Physician Negotiations with Health Insurer
SB 2009: Alaska Veterans Advisory Council (SB 54 in the regular session)
SB 2001: Pioneers’ and Veterans’ Home/Advisory Board (SB 55 in the regular session)
Governor Knowles may veto this bill because the approved version only addresses veterans
currently in the Pioneers’ Homes and does not provide funding for the additional beds the
original language called for. The Legislature also added a sunset provision to the bill.
HB 162: Absences Under the Longevity Bonus Program
SB 206: Disabled Parking and Registration Plates
HB 225: Alcoholic Beverage Tax
HB 330: Providing Alcohol to Persons Under 21

All Legislation
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Total
Legislation

Passed
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Senior-Related Legislation

18%

82%

(Continued on Page 2.)
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HB 402: Alaska Temporary Assistance Program
SB 252: Employment and Training Program/Board
SB 295: Licensing: Disclosure of Minors Records
SB 302: Definition of Mental Health Professional
SB 337: Eligibility for Municipal Tax Exemption

In all, 13 of about 61 bills tracked by the Commission passed. Nine of those issues received special attention from
the Commission in the form of resolutions supporting or opposing passage.

The Commission supported the following legislation through resolutions:

SB 294/HB 417: Adult Day Services Facilities (Resolution 2002-02).
There are currently no state regulations on adult day services facilities.

HB 483: Procurement of Group Health Insurance for Service Providers (Resolution 2002-03). This legislation would
have allowed for the procurement of a group health insurance policy that could reduce the cost and make it
affordable for individuals working in these service industries.

SB 55/SB 2001 and HB 88: In support of Pioneers’ and Veterans Homes (Resolution 2002-06). Legislation passed
in a substantially changed form (see above).

HJR 43: Urging the President and Congress to protect the Social Security Trust Fund (Resolution 2002-09).

In addition to bills, the Commission adopted two resolutions for continued funding of state programs:

Resolution 2002 - 01 In Support of the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation Fiscal Year 2003 Capital Budget. (See
Budget.)

Resolution 2002-05 In support of full funding of DHHS budget for Medical Assistance. (See Budget.)

See the section on Budget for more information on these and other funding issues addressed by the Commission
during the session.

The Commission adopted two resolutions opposing legislation:

Resolution 2002-04 In Opposition to HB 367: Relating to Denali Kid Care. This legislation sought to reduce
eligibility provisions, thus limiting participation in a program that benefits low-income children and their families. This
bill died at the end of the Legislative session.

Resolution 2002-07 Relating to SB182: In opposition to pro-rating Basic Supports. The Commission advocates
continuing Alaska’s basic supports and opposes efforts to pro-rate funding for essential programs that are
vital to the health and wellbeing of all Alaskans as we age. This bill also died at the end of the Legislative session.
However, it has been raised in the last two sessions, and it may be raised again in the 23rd Legislature.

22nd Legislative Session Recap (continued)

(Concluded on Page 3.)
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Budget (conclusion of Legislative Wrap-Up)

Several items in the State Appropriations Budget particularly affected Alaskan seniors this session. This was an
especially tense year for budget items, as cuts continued in an effort to close Alaska’s fiscal gap.

Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC)
The State of Alaska Capital Budget for the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation contained funding proposals that
would assist Alaska senior citizens and other Alaskans in obtaining affordable, accessible, secure and energy
efficient senior housing. Toward the end of the session, the Legislature approved full funding for both the AHFC’s
feasibility grant program and an accessibility modification program. In addition, two senior developments were
funded under the Senior Citizen Housing Development Fund, which requires the Legislature’s approval each year.
Those projects include New Stuyahok (on which a final determination will not be available until late 2002 or early
2003) and Cooper Landing.

Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Food Safety and Sanitation
HB 532 would have discontinued the DEC’s responsibility for conducting food safety and sanitation inspections
wherever food is served around the state, including senior meal programs and senior centers. This bill failed, and
funding for these inspections was preserved in the budget. However, the Legislature included intent language that
calls for FY03 to be a transition year, after which local governments are expected to take over this function, so that
there will be no funding for these activities in FY04. This would seriously affect senior meal programs throughout
Alaska.

Department of Health and Social Services Medical Assistance
The Legislature approved full funding for Medical Assistance with intent language that no supplemental funds would
be granted.

The last Legislative Teleconference hosted by the Alaska Commission on Aging produced a list of priorities for the
coming 23rd Legislative Session. Topics are identified by the bill number and title used in the last session. All of these
failed to pass during the session and are now “dead.” They will need to be reintroduced as new legislation in the new
session in January 2003. Here’s the list, in no particular order:

HB197: Health Care Services Directives. Legislators expressed concerns about some of the language in this bill.
There will need to be some revision of the language of this bill to allow legislation with similar intent to move forward
next session.
SB294 and HB417: Adult Day Licensing
HB483: Procurement of Group Health Insurance. Allowing individuals and small groups to buy into a benefits
system at a reduced rate will greatly improve conditions for those serving Alaskan seniors and those with disabilities
in small adult daycare centers and similar settings.
SB306: Prescription Drug Task Force
SB448: Telemarketers Phone Lists/Registration
HB393: Sales of Business Opportunities
SB342: Long-Term Care Ombudsman. Further explains and delineates the responsibilities and the authority of the
Long-Term Care Ombudsman’s office to insure that we have access to facilities within reasonable parameters and
also speaks to some of the limitations of the volunteers.
SB182: Prorata Reductions to Benefit Programs. It’s very likely this legislation will come back in future
sessions. The Commission opposes this funding method (see Resolution 2002-07 above).
SB340: Hold Harmless Provisions of PFD Program. Senior advocates regard this as bad policy.

Looking Ahead: Priorities for the Next Legislative Session
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The Senior Advocacy Coalition meets by teleconference from 9:30 to 11:30 AM on the second Friday of every month
to address issues affecting Alaska’s seniors. The teleconference originates at the Anchorage Senior Center.

For more information on joining a meeting, contact Sue Samet, 261-4140, Lila Berry, 261-4848, or Brenda
Brown, 338-6492 in Anchorage; Fred Lau, 235-7355 in Homer; or Lisa Morley, 465-4798 in Juneau.

Senior Advocacy Coalition Holds Monthly Teleconferences

You can read Alaskan Seniors: Living Longer, Growing Stronger on line at www.AlaskaAging.org. To receive
email notification when a new issue is on line, contact:
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Mark Zeiger, Editor 907-465-4638  or email: Mark_Zeiger@admin.state.ak.us

Adult Day Project Focuses on Accommodating Dementia through Environmental Design

Drs. Uriel and Ruth Cohen are consulting with the Alaska Commission on Aging regarding modifications in the
adult day facilities to better accommodate participants with dementia. Dr. Uriel Cohen is an architect with the
University of Wisconsin and specializes in environmental design for persons with dementia. While visiting each
site, the Cohens review philosophy to determine modifications that would be most compatible with programming.
They will develop recommendations that are specific to each program, as well as a model for a new adult day
facility. Additional funds are expected to be available from the Mental Health Trust for modifications in FY03.

Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc. recently completed the requirements to be designated as an Alaska Gold Star Kitchen.
This is the first agency to receive this award, which is given by the Department of Environmental Conservation to
food service facilities that complete “Serv-Safe” food safety and sanitation training and pass the DEC inspection with
a score of 96 or higher.

This fits Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc.’s mission to provide seniors with healthy, nutritious meals that have been
prepared with the utmost care and attention to food safety and sanitation.

Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc. Earns Distinctive Designation

Sharing Innovative Program Ideas

Island Cove Adult Day Program, Kodiak has created “live” Easter baskets this year. Participants grew real grass
in their baskets, which they gave to a group of preschoolers to use for their Easter egg hunt at the program.

Palmer Senior Citizens Center is organizing a male-oriented component “The Men’s Den,” with a goal toward
motivating the gentlemen to recreate the “we belong” camaraderie they knew in years past. Hats, T-shirts, barbecue
aprons and their own special logo, “still kickin’” is part of this plan. There is a real interest on the part of their male
clients. The staff at PSCC feels this will increase interest in day services and participant retention.

Sharing Innovative Program Ideas will be an on-going feature of this publication as space and material allow.
If your organization is an ACoA grantee, submit your innovative program ideas to your Program Coordinator. If
your organization is not an ACoA grantee, submit to the Editor using the information below.


