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0
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Legislation
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Legislation 829

When comparing numbers of bills proposed to numbers of those passed,
senior-related legislation fared slightly worse than average in the 22nd
Legislative Session. Some bills that didn’t pass could have had negative impacts
on seniors. Data is approximate, based on Associated Press reports and tallies by
ACOA staff.

Legislative Wrap-Up

Fiscal Issues Overshadow Legislation for Seniors and Others

The second session of the 22™ Alaska L egislature closed May 21% after two special
sessions. Asthethird special session, scheduled for thismonth, islikely to berestrictedtoa
few specificissues, it appearsthat |legislation of particular interest to seniorsis now either
passed or will need to be resurrected in anew form in the coming session.

L egislation Passed:

Thefollowing billsthat the Alaska Commission on Aging has tracked thisyear are at
thiswriting awaiting transmittal to Governor Knowlesfor signature:

SB 4: Municipal Property Tax Exemptions

SSB 37: Physician Negotiationswith Health Insurer

SB 2009: Alaska Veterans Advisory Council (SB 54 intheregular session)

SB 2001: Pioneers and Veterans Home/Advisory Board (SB 55 intheregular session)
Governor Knowles may veto thishbill because the approved version only addresses veterans
currently in the Pioneers Homes and does not provide funding for the additional bedsthe
original language called for. The Legidature al so added a sunset provision to the bill.

HB 162: Absences Under the Longevity Bonus Program

SB 206: Disabled Parking and Registration Plates

HB 225: Alcoholic Beverage Tax

HB 330: Providing Alcohol to Persons Under 21

(Continued on Page 2.)



22nd Legislative Session Recap (continued)

HB 402: Alaska Temporary Assistance Program
SB 252: Employment and Training Program/Board
SB 295: Licensing: Disclosure of Minors Records
SB 302: Definition of Mental Health Professional
SB 337: Eligibility for Municipal Tax Exemption

Inall, 13 of about 61 billstracked by the Commission passed. Nine of thoseissuesreceived special attention from
the Commission in theform of resolutions supporting or opposing passage.

The Commission supported thefollowing legislation through resolutions:

SB 294/HB 417: Adult Day Services Facilities (Resolution 2002-02).
Thereare currently no state regulations on adult day servicesfacilities.

HB 483: Procurement of Group Health Insurancefor Service Providers (Resol ution 2002-03). Thislegidation would
have allowed for the procurement of a group health insurance policy that could reduce the cost and make it
affordablefor individualsworking in these serviceindustries.

SB 55/SB 2001 and HB 88: In support of Pioneers’ and Veterans Homes (Resol ution 2002-06). L egislation passed
inasubstantially changed form (see above).

HJR 43: Urging the President and Congressto protect the Social Security Trust Fund (Resolution 2002-09).
In addition to bills, the Commission adopted two resolutionsfor continued funding of state programs.

Resolution 2002 - 01 In Support of the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation Fiscal Year 2003 Capital Budget. (See
Budget.)

Resolution 2002-05 In support of full funding of DHHS budget for Medical Assistance. (See Budget.)

See the section on Budget for more information on these and other funding issues addressed by the Commission
during the session.

The Commission adopted two resolutionsopposing legislation:

Resolution 2002-04 In Opposition to HB 367: Relating to Denali Kid Care. Thislegislation sought to reduce
eligibility provisions, thuslimiting participation in aprogram that benefitslow-income children and their families. This
bill died at the end of the L egidlative session.

Resolution 2002-07 Relating to SB182: In opposition to pro-rating Basic Supports. The Commission advocates
continuing Alaska's basic supports and opposes efforts to pro-rate funding for essential programsthat are
vital to the health and wellbeing of all Alaskansaswe age. Thishill also died at the end of the Legislative session.
However, it hasbeen raised inthelast two sessions, and it may beraised againin the 23 Legislature.

(Concluded on Page 3.)
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Budget (conclusion of Legislative Wrap-Up)

Several itemsin the State Appropriations Budget particularly affected Alaskan seniorsthis session. Thiswasan
especially tenseyear for budget items, as cuts continued in an effort to close Alaska sfiscal gap.

Alaska Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC)

The State of Alaska Capital Budget for the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation contained funding proposal s that
would assist Alaska senior citizens and other Alaskansin obtaining affordable, accessible, secure and energy
efficient senior housing. Toward the end of the session, the L egislature approved full funding for boththe AHFC's
feasibility grant program and an accessibility modification program. In addition, two senior developmentswere
funded under the Senior Citizen Housing Devel opment Fund, which requiresthe L egislature’ sapproval each year.
Those projectsinclude New Stuyahok (onwhich afinal determination will not be available until late 2002 or early
2003) and Cooper Landing.

Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Food Safety and Sanitation

HB 532 would have discontinued the DEC’sresponsibility for conducting food saf ety and sanitation inspections
wherever food is served around the state, including senior meal programs and senior centers. Thisbill failed, and
funding for these inspectionswas preserved in the budget. However, the L egislature included intent language that
callsfor FY03to beatransition year, after which local governments are expected to take over thisfunction, so that
therewill beno funding for these activitiesin FY 04. Thiswould seriously affect senior meal programs throughout
Alaska

Department of Health and Social Services M edical Assistance
The Legidature approved full funding for Medical Assistancewith intent language that no supplemental fundswould
be granted.

Looking Ahead: Priorities for the Next Legislative Session

Thelast Legidlative Teleconference hosted by the Alaska Commission on Aging produced alist of prioritiesfor the
coming 23" L egidative Session. Topicsareidentified by thebill number and title used in thelast session. All of these
failed to passduring the session and are now “ dead.” They will need to bereintroduced as new legidation in the new
session in January 2003. Here'sthelist, in no particular order:

HB197: Health Car e ServicesDir ectives. Legislators expressed concerns about some of thelanguagein thishill.
Therewill need to be somerevision of thelanguage of thishill to allow legidation with similar intent to moveforward
next session.

SB294 and HB417: Adult Day Licensing

HB483: Procurement of Group Health I nsurance. Allowing individualsand small groupsto buy into abenefits
system at areduced rate will greatly improve conditionsfor those serving Alaskan seniorsand those with disabilities
insmall adult daycare centersand similar settings.

SB306: Prescription Drug Task Force

SB448: Telemar keter sPhone Lists/Registration

HB393: Sales of Business Opportunities

SB342: Long-Term Care Ombudsman. Further explains and delineatesthe responsibilitiesand the authority of the
Long-Term Care Ombudsman’s officeto insure that we have accessto facilities within reasonabl e parameters and
al so speaksto some of thelimitations of the volunteers.

SB182: Prorata Reductionsto Benefit Programs. It’s very likely thislegislation will come back in future
sessions. The Commission opposes this funding method (see Resol ution 2002-07 above).

SB340: Hold Har mless Provisions of PFD Program. Senior advocatesregard this as bad policy.
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Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc. Earns Distinctive Designation

WasillaArea Seniors, Inc. recently completed the requirementsto be designated as an Alaska Gold Star Kitchen.
Thisisthefirst agency to receivethisaward, which isgiven by the Department of Environmental Conservation to
food servicefacilitiesthat complete” Serv-Safe”’ food safety and sanitation training and passthe DEC inspection with
ascore of 96 or higher.

Thisfits Wasilla Area Seniors, Inc.’s mission to provide seniors with healthy, nutritious meals that have been
prepared with the utmost care and attention to food saf ety and sanitation.

Sharing Innovative Program Ideas

Island Cove Adult Day Program, Kodiak has created “live” Easter basketsthisyear. Participants grew real grass
intheir baskets, which they gave to agroup of preschoolersto use for their Easter egg hunt at the program.

Palmer Senior Citizens Center isorganizing amale-oriented component “The Men’s Den,” with agoal toward
motivating the gentlemen to recreate the“we belong” camaraderiethey knew in yearspast. Hats, T-shirts, barbecue
apronsand their own special logo, “still kickin” ispart of thisplan. Thereisareal interest on the part of their male
clients. The staff at PSCC feelsthiswill increaseinterest in day servicesand participant retention.

Sharing Innovative Program Ideas will be an on-going feature of this publication as space and material allow.
If your organization is an ACoA grantee, submit your innovative programideasto your Program Coordinator. If
your organization is not an ACoA grantee, submit to the Editor using the information below.

Adult Day Project Focuses on Accommodating Dementia through Environmental Design

Drs. Uriel and Ruth Cohen are consulting with the Alaska Commission on Aging regarding modificationsin the
adult day facilitiesto better accommodate participants with dementia. Dr. Uriel Cohen isan architect with the
University of Wisconsin and specializesin environmental design for personswith dementia. Whilevisiting each
site, the Cohensreview philosophy to determine modificationsthat would be most compatible with programming.
They will develop recommendations that are specific to each program, aswell asamodel for anew adult day
facility. Additional funds are expected to be avail able from the Mental Health Trust for modificationsin FY 03.

Senior Advocacy Coalition Holds Monthly Teleconferences

The Senior Advocacy Coalition meetshy teleconferencefrom 9:30to 11:30 AM on the second Friday of every month
to addressissues affecting Alaska sseniors. Thetel econference originatesat the Anchorage Senior Center.

For more information on joining a meeting, contact Sue Samet, 261-4140, Lila Berry, 261-4848, or Brenda
Brown, 338-6492 in Anchorage; Fred Lau, 235-7355 in Homer; or LisaMorley, 465-4798 in Juneau.
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You can read Alaskan Seniors: Living Longer, Growing Stronger on line at www.AlaskaAging.org. To receive
email notification when a new issueison line, contact:

Mark Zeiger, Editor 907-465-4638 or email: Mark_Zeiger@admin.state.ak.us
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