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Alaska’s Senior Population Could Triple in 20Years
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A Look Ahead to 2018 Confirms Continuing Growth in Senior Population

Themost recent projectionsfromthe Alaska
Department of Labor and Workforce
Development show more startling news
about the expected senior population in
Alaska. The high estimate indicates that
Alaska's population aged 65 and older in
2018 could triple 1998 figures. Even the
most conservative projection falls only
dlightly under that amazing figure. If this
projection is accurate, in lessthan 20 years
seniors will comprise almost 12 percent of
Alaska' stotal population, up from 5.3%in
1998.

Most of this population will be centered
around Anchorage and the Matanuska-
SusitnaBorough. These areastogether with
Fairbanks, Kenai Peninsula, Juneau, and

Valdez-Cordova will account for 85
percent of the senior population’ s expected
growth.

These figures indicate that Alaska has the
opportunity to benefit from the wisdom,
experience, compassion, and economic
contributions of a larger group of elders.
In order to benefit, we must continue to
work toward accommodating our needs as
we age.
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Alaska Seniors: Living Longer, Growing
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Legislators Tackle Senior Issues

Second Session of 21st Alaska Legislature Opens in Juneau

January 10, 2000 marks the beginning of the second
session of the 21st Alaska L egislature.

Legislation affecting seniors that passed last session
includes:

* House Bill 18 became law June 5, 1999. This bill
sets new state standards of review for applications
for certificates of need required to construct new
nursing homes.

» Senate Bill 56 was signed into law May 13, 1999.
This Act allows disclosure of reports relating to
inspection and investigations of certain health care
facilities, home health agencies, hospice programs,
and assisted living homes, and authorizes the
Department of Health and Social Servicesto license
home health agencies.

» Senate Bill 57 became law May 13, 1999. This law
increases safeguards for vulnerable adults.

» Senate Concurrent Resolution 8, which created the
Long Term Care Task Force of 1999, was filed on
May 26, 1999.

Work will continue on legidlation affecting seniors that
went to committee in the last session:

* House Bill 148 and Senate Bill 58, which establish
an in-home and community-based services program
for adultswith long-term care needs. They arein State
Affairs and Finance Committees, respectively.

* House Bill 161, which would impact vulnerable
Alaskans of all ages. If passed, it would require the
state to pro rate certain basic support benefits if
the L egislature doesn’t appropriate enough money
to fully pay them. This means that there would no
longer be a “safety net” in Alaska for the most
needy citizens—there is no limit to the amount of
underfunding , and every new budget year would
bring additional reductions.

» Senate Bill 113, which would make the Alaska
Housing Finance Corporation subject to the
Executive Budget Act, is in the Senate Finance
Committee. This could significantly curtail the
corporation’s development of senior housing.

(Continued—see Legidlation, page 3.)

r ¥ ry r<

Stay Connected in the New Session

The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACoA) hosts
teleconferences on proposed legislation during the
Alaska L egislature’ sannual sessions. The purposeisto
foster informed discussion on legidation affecting the
quality of life experienced by older Alaskans. The
Commission’ sinterestsareintergenerational in nature.
The ACoA also reviews proposed legidlation affect-
ing children, and groups of adult Alaskans, who, with
responsive supports, successfully liveindependently in
the community.

Teleconferences are scheduled for every other week of
the Legidlative Session through April 6th on Tuesdays,
from 9:30 — 11:00 a.m. Teleconferences may be held
weekly beginning in April. The Commission’s first
legislative teleconference will be January 18, 2000.

Alaskans canjointheteleconferencesfrom several sites
throughout Alaska. Current sites (subject to change)
include:

» The AnchorAGE Senior Center, 1300 East 19th
Avenue, Anchorage

» The Dillingham Senior Center, 515 East 1st Street

* North Star Council on Aging, 1424 Moore Street,
Fairbanks

* The Alaska Commission on Aging, 333 West
Willoughby, Room 757 of the State Office
Building, Juneau

» The Ketchikan Pioneers Home, 141 Bryant Street

» Kodiak Senior Center, 302 Erskine Avenue

» The Nome Legidative Information Office 320 E
Front Street, State Office Building

 Sitka Senior Center (Double O), 402 Lake Street

» The Soldotna Senior Center, 197 West Park Avenue

» The Wasilla Senior Center, 1301 Century Circle

Teleconference minutes are posted on the ACoA web
site, AlaskaAging.org/legidlative/leginfo.htm.
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We're Back!

Alaskan Seniors: Living Longer, Growing Stronger Returns

The Alaska Commission on Aging is pleased to continue monthly publication of Alaskan Seniors: Living Longer,
Growing Stronger. As the senior population in Alaska is predicted to triple in the next 20 years (see page 1)
informing each other about senior trendsis of paramount importance. Alaskan Seniors: Living Longer, Grow-
ing Stronger will help do this.

Monthly we mail Alaskan Seniors: Living Longer, Growing Stronger to key policy makers and senior leaders
around the state. Please share information from the publication with others. Beginning with this issue, each
month’s will be available on the Alaska Commission on Aging website, at www.AlaskaAging.org. If you
prefer to receive email notification of each month’s issue avalability on the web rather than a mailed copy,
please send a notification request to Mark_Zeiger@admin.state.ak.us.

Much of the value of Alaskan Seniors. Living Longer, Growing Stronger depends on you, the reader. Please
submit story ideas, notices, and written news stories for possible publication. At the bottom of this page, and in
future issues, is abanner inviting you to “Fax back” your comments, questions, and suggestions. The banner also
provides information for contacting Mark Zeiger, the editor. Please become involved in helping inform Alaskans
of the importance of senior issues through Alaskan Seniors: Living Longer, Growing Stronger.

Legislation (Continued from page 2.)

A complete list of Senior-related legislation being
tracked by the Alaska Commission on Aging can be
accessed from the ACO0OA web site at
www.AlaskaAging.org/legislative/bills.htm. We will
update thisfrequently during the L egislative Session.

Coming Attractions . . .

Here’' s what we' re working on for next month’s issue:
Common Ground Il

Senior Legislation Update

AREYOUWHOWETHINKYOU ARE?

Our address lists can use your input. If this issue was
sent to your address under someone else’s name, or if
you wish not to receive future issues, please use the
“Feedback” information box below to notify us of the
change.
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How to inform others about senior issues:

» Use stories, figures, and charts from Alaskan
Seniors: Living Longer, Growing Stronger in
your agency newsletter.

 Distribute information in this publication to
those who may benefit from it.

» Give issues a more local slant by contacting
your local senior center director or your
local government.

We're looking for feedback! FAX your thoughts to 1-907-465-4716

Mark Zeiger, Editor 907-465-4638 or email: Mark_Zeiger@admin.state.ak.us

Visit the ACoA Web Site http://www.AlaskaAging.org
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