Poisonings and Poison Control in Alaska

 

In Alaska, 392 people died from poisoning during 1990-1998. Almost two-thirds (63%) were due to unintentional poisoning. The most deaths from poisoning in Alaska during 1990-1998 (43%) occurred in the Municipality of Anchorage (Alaska Bureau of Vital Statistics, 2001). Based on the national average, at this time Alaska may have about 5,455 cases of human toxic exposures. 
 

On September 1, 2001, Alaskans gained access to the new nationwide toll free number for poison control center services. The number, 1-800-222-1222, cnnects callers in Alaska with the Oregon Poison Center (OPC), which is serving as Alaska's poison center for at least the next three years. The poison control calls from poison lines advertised for the Providence Alaska Medical Center and Fairbanks Memorial Hospital are being transferred to the Oregon Poison Center.
 

The Oregon Poison Center received a relatively large number of poison calls from Alaska from the very beginning of services. The large number of calls may be due to: the Alaska poison survey letters; press releases; and radio and TV publicity of the new toll free number made by the Department of Health and Social Services just before the service began. (Click on the icon at the top of the page to view a copy of the December 2001 Alaska Poison Report.) 

  
Purpose of the Alaska Poison Control System

 

The mission of this project is to achieve the greatest possible improvement in the health status of the people of Alaska with regards to poisoning occurring in the state.

 

The State of Alaska has not been involved in this program area for many years, and Providence Alaska Medical Center independently funded its poison control center as a community service.  AAPCC advised us that Alaska does not have a sufficient population to support a certified poison control center.     
Since we did not have a comprehensive statewide poison control system in Alaska, extensive planning was necessary to establish a Poison Control System Task Force to review and prioritize all of our alternatives such as funding, contracts, a toll-free telephone number, and public education regarding poisoning in Alaska. We recognized that planning must be a statewide effort.  Members of the task force include:  
	Mark Johnson, MPA 
	CHEMS 

	Barbara Simonsen    
	ACEMS, Trauma Coordinator at Providence Alaska Medical Center 

	Karen O’Neill, MD 
	ACEMS, Norton Sound Health Corporation 

	Jim Moran 
	Providence Alaska Medical Center 

	Doreen Risley 
	CHEMS 

	Matt Anderson 
	CHEMS 

	Nancy Davis 
	Section of Nursing 

	Franc Fallico, MD 
	Acting State Medical Examiner 

	Judy Cavanaugh 
	Representative from Bartlett Regional Hospital 

	Carol Meyer 
	Representative from Fairbanks Memorial Hospital 

	Catherine Fleming 
	Representative from 3rd Medical Center, Elmendorf AFB 

	Richard Brodsky, MD 
	Representative from Alaska Native Medical Center 

	Jeff Baurick, MD 
	Representative from Alaska Regional Hospital 

	Dan Johnson 
	Regional EMS Director/Coordinator Representative 

	         
	State Legislator 

	James Nesbitt, MD 
	Medical Director, Providence Alaska Medical Center 

	Pam Muth 
	Maternal and Child Family Health 

	Stephen Parker, MD 
	Providence Alaska Medical Center   

	Zoann Murphy 
	CHEMS, Injury Prevention Planner  


* ACEMS is the Alaska Council on Emergency Medical Services, its members are appointed by the Governor.

 

We will continue to work with members of the Alaska Poison Control System Task Force to accomplish the best poison control possible in the state. 
